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Introduction
Same sex marriage has been an issue of major controversy recently, especially gay marriage. In global jurisdictions, this issue has continued to divide opinions with most countries torn between legalizing and not legalizing the practice. After thorough debate, some countries have managed to legalize through legal changes and even through the ballot. The major opinion shifts has recently led to the legalization of gay marriage by the Supreme Court, citing that preventing such marriages is unconstitutional. In 2016 the US Supreme Court ruled that gay marriage is a right and protected in the US constitution in most of the states in the country. But even before the decision by the Supreme Court to legalize gay marriage in the country, it was practiced in the 37 states and banned in the remaining 13 states. 
Over the year’s gay marriage have been emerging the nation with its current situation at 61% legalized in the country (Tankard & Paluck, 2017). The argued that gay marriage, when banned, then it will be discriminating and unconstitutional and that same-sex couples should enjoy the rights as the different-sex couples in the country. While those against the practice argue that marriage should be between one man and one woman and that marriage is only meant for procreation. While the proponents of gay marriages see some sense in the practice, the opponents have strong reasons to oppose the move. Gay marriages can be quite of significant importance and also cause serious issues in society. This paper will discuss the effects of gay marriages. In particular, the paper will assess the positive and negative effects posed by gay marriages in the society and to the individuals. 
Advantages of Gay Marriages
Most people do not understand the pros and cons of gay marriage as they view it in terms of the biblical perspective. Some of the advantages of gay marriage are: legalizing gay marriage in the US has allowed all the citizens to get married without any discrimination of their sex of creating any class of citizens (McCarthy, 2017). It is because of this argument that the ban on gay marriage was ruled by the court to be unconstitutional and discrimination to some citizens. Same-sex couples are guaranteed all the benefits that are enjoyed by heterosexual couples. Same-sex couples in the country should also enjoy all the benefits in the US constitution that are enjoyed by the different-sex couples. There are 1138 rights, interests, and protection of the different sex in the US constitution that should also be enjoyed by same-sex couples without any form of discrimination. 
The view and the concept of traditional marriage have changed with time, and now it is accurate to view marriage as one man, one, and woman. Monogamous marriage in the country is slowly fading, and it is being taken over by the polygamous form of marriage, which is quickly spreading in the country. Interracial marriages in the early years were illegal in the country, but now it is allowed in some of the states in the country.
Gay parents have been confirmed by research to be better parents compared to heterosexual parents since they take time before preparing to be parents. The level of commitment and involvement in gay parents is higher compared to heterosexual parents. Also, the children raised by homosexuals are having successful growth rates as the children whose parents are heterosexuals (Bever, 2014). Currently, no studies have confirmed whether the parent’s sexual orientation disadvantages the child. According to Bever (2014), “children raised by same-sex parents score about six percent higher than the general population on measures of general health and family cohesion.” Excellent parenting hinges on the ability of parents to create and nurture a loving home. However, such ability is not dependent on whether the parent is gay or not. Thus, children raised by gay parents will grow up experiencing happiness the same way children of normal parents do. 
Another advantage gay marriages pose is that they are related to the Maslow’s Hierarchy of needs. Maslow imagined human needs to be in different levels that could be best represented as a pyramid. Koltko-Rivera (2006) intimates that “after people’s most basic needs are met (food, clothing, shelter), they turn their attention to “higher” needs such as security, esteem and being part of a group.” These needs are only met by marriage. Thus, allowing same sex will enable people to feel a sense of belonging, safety and have a feel-good factor about themselves. Therefore, denying same sex marriage would mean denying the people involved an opportunity to meet their personal needs. 
Gay couples can also reap beneficial advantages for marriage. The Federal law provides 1138 benefits, protection and rights to the legally married couples. For instance, married couples can benefit by making treatment decisions for their partners, tax breaks, adopt and foster care, enjoy social security, and provide health insurance for their partners. Besides, partners have a right to visit their spouse in prison or hospital (Milone, 2016). When two gays are denied an opportunity to marry, it simply signifies a blatant denial of their civic rights as that would prevent them from benefiting from their deserved benefits provided for by the constitution. Given that some people are sexually oriented to the same gender, they enjoy these benefits by getting married to each other.
Gay marriages minimize stigma. Homosexuals and gays undergo unwarranted discrimination and stigma because of their sexual orientation. However, the legalization of gay marriages creates an impression that they are accepted and appreciated in society and the state. The discrimination of homosexuals has been a long standing thing for years now. However, the appreciation and acceptance of gay marriages means they cannot be discriminated in the workplace anymore (Hopwood, Cama, de Wit & Treloar, 2020). Besides, it gives them an opportunity to marry their partners without any form of discrimination on grounds of their sexual orientation. 
The rate of divorce in gay marriages is lower compared to the rate in heterosexual relationships. In 2008, Massachusetts had the lowest rates of divorce after legalizing gay marriages in 2004. Between the years 2003 and 2008, the rates of divorce had declined by 21% (Hughes & Robinson, 2019). On the other hand, states that legalized gay marriages such as Alaska experienced increased divorce rates. For instance, in 1998, Alaska recorded a 17.2% increase in the rate of divorce (Hughes & Robinson, 2019). The same was experienced between 2003 and 2008. This is because many differences and disagreements take place between heterosexual couples which ultimately end up in divorce. However, it seems that homosexual partners understand each other so much that they cannot disagree to a point of wishing for divorce. 
Some religious leaders have given their undying support for gay marriages arguing that it is consistent with the Bible teachings. Gene Robinson who is a well-known gay Bishop stated that “Scripture says where love is, there is God also. And they [religious people] see that love in our families, and I think people can’t help but be supportive” (Zack & Ben-Ari, 2019). Besides, it is also argued that the Bible does not mention same sex marriage neither does it refer to issues to deal with sexual orientation as we understand in our present society (Zack & Ben-Ari, 2019). Besides, it is also argued that the Bible teaches us to love one another meaning that they should love without borders. Therefore, it may signify that the marriage between people of the same gender is warranted by this teaching. 
Disadvantages of Gay Marriages
Gay marriages do not comply with religious beliefs. It is argued that the desire to make their relationships legal is against the Biblical meaning of marriage and it devalues and lessens its meaning. Leviticus 18: 6 states that “Thou shall not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination.” The Bible also outlines the different various played by women and men in a marriage relationship. As such, gay marriages are against the traditional aspects of the cultural perspectives on marriage (Zack & Ben-Ari, 2019). Notably, “most of the world’s cultures have defined marriage as the union of man and woman” (Zack & Ben-Ari, 2019). Therefore, same sex marriage is unnatural and illegal as it is in violation of God’s word that considers it to defy religious beliefs. Thus, gay marriage is sinful from a religious perspective.
Gay marriages deny children an opportunity to be brought up by both parents. It has often been argued that children do not necessarily need to have both parents to grow up well. It is argued that “for a healthy upbringing of a child, it is crucial for him/her to be brought up under the love and care of both the father and mother” (Ullman & Smith, 2018). Same sex marriage thus, creates disorientation and chaos within the household as well as an immoral picture. Growing without one parent is quite difficult for a child as it becomes difficult for them in terms of understanding certain gender roles which can only be taught by parents (Bauer, 2016). For instance, it becomes difficult for a girl child to ask her gay parents answers which only a mother could answer (Ullman & Smith, 2018). It is therefore, critical for children to have parents, a father and mother, to have an effective and quality growth. This will enhance their understanding of the world in a better way. Parents of same sex marriages, therefore, go through serious difficulties understanding their world hence disadvantaging them.
Traditional marriage is where the “wife and husband, wherein the husband is the main or only breadwinner and the wife holds main or total accountability for keeping up the household and managing care or children”(Nugent 2013). A traditional married couple has always been seen as a bride and groom where the bride is a woman and the groom is the man. Same-sex marriage violates that tradition. It can also lead to other unaccepted marriages and nontraditional marriages such as incest, polygamy and bestiality. Allowing gay marriage can create discrimination towards the LGBT community and may lead to chaos within the community (Milone, 2016). It would weaken the traditional family values essential to our society.
The opinions of society may create a huge controversy due to the fact that they might not accept same-sex marriage. It will create riots just because they don’t accept what others may think is justified. Gay marriages will make people have their taxes support things they very well believe is not right (Holt, 2019). It is stated that,  “Gay marriage would entitle gay couples to typical marriage benefits including claiming a tax exemption for a spouse, receiving social security payments from a deceased spouse, and coverage by a spouse’s health insurance policy, largely at taxpayers' expense” (Milone, 2016). People will be angered with gay marriage because it is, once again taking their tax dollars to be used for something they believe is wrong.
The main purpose of marriage is procreation and gay marriages cannot end up with children. The purpose of marriage would be shifted from procreation to self-gratification when gay marriages are allowed (Zack & Ben-Ari, 2019). In 1859, a Supreme Court in California ruled that “the first purpose of matrimony, by the laws of nature and society, is procreation” (Douthat, 2013). Bertrand Russell once said that “it is through children alone that sexual relations become important to society, and worthy to be taken cognizance of by a legal institution” (Douthat, 2013). Moreover, the 2014 defense on Arizona’s gay marriage ban argued that the state joins individuals in marriage with the purpose of ensuring they would likely end up having children with a father and mother. This cannot be provided by same sex married partners. Although various supporters of gay marriages argue that some same sex marriages never end up with children, there is always hope and a possibility of them ending up with children as opposed to same sex marriages (Holt, 2019). Using the various medical technologies, some infertile couples can be helped to get children even if it takes a long time. Even if heterosexual couples may not be willing to get children, there is always a possibility that they can get when they want to in future. Therefore, gay marriages may not necessarily fulfil the primary goal of marriage which is bearing children.
Conclusion
Gay marriage has been a very controversial subject in recent years. The legalization of gay marriages in the US and other countries has brought up major controversies and debate but ultimately shedding more light on the subject. The effects of gay marriages are well pronounced as they can be positive or negative in the face of society. Religious beliefs support gay marriages, gay parents can be better parents and gay marriages lower divorce rates. On the flip side, gay marriages are in conflict with Biblical teachings, deny children an opportunity for parenting, disregards the main idea of marriage which is procreation, and it may make people support things they don’t believe in. While the subject continues to attract controversy, it should be understood that gay marriage has significant effects.
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